
December 27, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Vice Chair Hall called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner Redland 

was absent.     

Vice Chair Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  At 9:17 a.m. Chairman Redland 

arrived and Vice Chair Hall turned the meeting over to Chairman Redland.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland brought discussion forward with regard to per diem payments and what the board feels 

qualifies for per diem.  After considerable discussion, the consensus of the board was if the meeting was 

involved with a committee assignment it qualifies for per diem, otherwise it does not.   

A/T Hanson brought forward a request from PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) with information they 

would like put on our website as well as Social Media Posts and Image Files to use on the website.  A/T 

Hanson questioned whether the County EDA website might be a better place for this information, and it was 

felt a link could be placed on the county website to the EDA website with the content on the EDA website.   

At 9:25 a.m. Penny Grove, NCSS, presented the year end Social Services bills in the amount of $25,918.78, in 

place of Taylor Holzer.   Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the year end bills for Social 

Services in the amount of $25,918.78.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

At this time Commissioner Gunderson brought forward discussion regarding the BNSF Tank Lease payment 

on the Audit List for the Board and questioned why we continue to pay for this lease.  There was no 

representative from the Highway Dept at this meeting, and Commissioner Gunderson stated that he felt this 

has been an issue for many years.  Pat Pfund noted that an assessment had been done on the property 

several years back and no negative findings were found.  She stated that the lease payment would be needed 

to be made, and then the board could go about dealing with cancellation of the lease, which could possibly 

require another assessment being done as it has been quite a number of years since the last assessment.  

Commissioners agreed this should be put on the agenda in 2020 and dealt with.   

At 9:35 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with an Out of State travel request for Ashley 

Braun, their new nurse, to travel to the Nurse Family Partnership Conference in Denver, Colorado, January 6th 

thru 10th.  Sarah noted that the cost of this travel could be covered by MIECHV funds.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Out of State travel to Denver for Ashley Braun.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item presented by Ms. Kjono, was the Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Service Agreement 

effective January 1, 2020 to automatically renew on January 1 of each following year unless a county gives 

proper notice to terminate the agreement.  Sarah noted that this had been approved by Mahnomen County 

on November 19th, but she had been unable to get to previous Norman County board meetings.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Service 

Agreement effective January 1, 2020.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time A/T Hanson requested the board allow payment of two additional airport bills that were received 

this morning, with payment to be made with regular Friday bills for Chase Carlsrud and Bruce Visser.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow payment of the additional Airport Authority bills with the 

regular Friday bills.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve bills as presented with one change to correct vendor #1725 to vendor #1724.     

Revenue -- $16,772.69  Road & Bridge -- $136,091.10  County Building - $2,219.00 

County EDA -- $650.00  Public Health -- $732.59   Solid Waste -- $14.43   

County Ditch -- $3,693.73 Airport Authority -- $1,475.00  TOTAL -- $161,648.54 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:45 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR Consultant, presented the Salary Committee’s recommendations as to salary 

increases for Non-Elected Department Heads and Non-Bargaining Group Supervisors.  Recommended 2020 

salaries for the Non-Elected Department Heads were as follows:  Assessor $70,641.00, Chief Financial Officer 

$63,002.20, Environmental Services Director $56,948.92, Highway Engineer $102,500.00, Public Health 



Director $82,254.69, and the Veterans Services Director $52,530.35.  The Non-Bargaining Group Supervisors 

was as follows:  Chief Deputy Sheriff $65,124.60, Maintenance Director $45,738.33 and Highway 

Superintendent of Infrastructure $68,565.12.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the salary 

committee recommendations for 2020.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Commissioner Hall then made a motion to approve a 2.5% increase for all non-union staff for 2020.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:00 a.m. A/T Hanson brought a resolution before the board for Adding to the Committed Election 

Equipment Fund Balance, explaining that her 2019 budget had included $15,000 for election equipment 

which has not been used, and asking the board to add this to the committed fund.  Commissioner Gunderson 

made a motion to adopt CR 12-27-2019-1 a Resolution for Adding to the Committed Election Equipment 

Fund Balance.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

At 10:10 a.m. Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting.   

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


